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“Justin P. Cobb” <jcobb@facil.umass.edu> on 06/05/2001 08:44:01 PM

To: "FARSecretariat” <farcase.2001-014 @gsa.gov>
cc:

Subject: FAR Case 2001-014

To Wom It My Concern::

I amwiting to express my opposition to the Federal Acquisition Regulatory
Council's proposal to repeal the Cinton adm nistration's rules on federal
contractor responsibility. The rules require contracting officers to | ook at
a conpany's record of complying with the Iaw in decidi ng whether the conmpany
is a "responsible contractor" eligible to receive a federal contract.

A conpany's track record of conplying with the | aw should be an inportant
factor in deciding whether the conpany deserves a federal contract. Compani es
that routinely disregard worker safety and health, fail to pay m ni num wages
and overtime as required by the law, or violate other |aws providing
fundamental protections to workers shouldn't be rewarded with federal
contracts. That's unfair to conpanies that do conply with the |aw and al | ows
violators to profit from their |awbreaking.

Federal contracts should go to responsible, law?abiding conpanies, not to
corporate | awbreakers. | urge the FAR Council not to repeal the contractor
responsibility rules and to let the rules go into effect w thout further
del ay.

As a Public Enployee with over 25 years of experience in Facilities, | am
constantly wal ki ng by burldings constructed by irresponsible contractors. They
may be | ow bid now but the tinme value of nmoney neans that the premature
systems failures from shoddy workmanship, and contractors who skip safety for
profit cost the Government nuch nore. And this is if no one get hurts. | urge
you to keep contractor responsibility rules in place.

Si ncerely,

Justin P. Cobb

231 East Street

East hampt on, MA 01027




